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ny LORD, | 


HIS Diſcourſe, publiſhed at the re- 1 
14 dueſt of a Society which owes much Ts 
| t your Lordſhip! 8 pious and benevolent 
. exertions, humbly ſeeks the honour of 1 your - 

” patronage, It claims. no other merit, nor 
. could it have a more effeftual recommenda- | 

De tion to your Lordſhip's 8 notice, than the 1 
55 genuine impreſs of ſympathy with Fellow- 

creatures and Fellow-Britons periſhing in 

= Ignorance, and a ſtrong deſire of promoting 

the knowledge and practice of pure primi- 5 
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„„ ol rn, 
Lordſhip's name, by extending its influence, 
contribute to its ſucceſs, the beſt ends will 

be obtained that were or could be propoſed F 
- in — it, * 


MY LORD, 
| Your L ORDSUI 1P's 


ven reſpeAtul and 


Obedient Servant, . 
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| A t A: B 1 1 is Correſpondent Members i in London 85 
of the Society in Scotland (incorporated by Royal 
Charter) for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge in 


the Highlands and Iſlands, and for * me . 
. — the ! in America: EY : 


| Reſolved, En me oo 
That the Thanks of this Board: 1 given to PR Z 


5 Rev. Dr. ADDINGTON, for his excellent Sermon 
pPreached this day before the Board, and that he be 
deſired to permit (he: ſame to . printed for — Uſe 

of f the Society. . 


IJ MACKINTOSH, Seay, 


8 4. 
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” c« 


"wr Chriſtian Knowledge.” Wo 


3 will tant h leave to read the few following | 


Z | extrats from i it. 


. Tu 8 condition of many in bs 
= Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland is little 1 
known to thoſe who are bleſſed with every 
mean of religious inſtruction, and with us 
| comforts of a more civi ilized life. They la- 
bour under diſadvantages from the nature 
of their country and their language: and 
« their pariſhes are ſo extenſive, and the dif- 
© ferent parts of them ſo interſected with lakes 
and mountains, and their parochial churches 
D and ſchools a are ſo few, that not one third of 
5 „ 


7 "HEN deſired | to engage i in this havin; f 

I received a Pamphlet, containing 
A ſummary Account of the Riſe and Pro- 
greſs of the Society in Scotland for * 5 


70. ) 
et the people c can receive any benefit from them. 
Having, till oflate, few, if any books, in their 
* own language, they were not ſo much as taught 
co read: and being thus entirely uninſtruc- 
© * ted, they were eaſily perverted by Romiſh | 
22 prieſts, and perſuaded to embrace the errors 
of Popery. They have Papiſts in almoſt all 
4 their pariſhes; and in fome more Papiſts 
e than Proteſtants. Popery increaſes among 
e them, in conſequence of Popiſh academies 
. ͤeſtabliſned in different parts for the educa- 
ion of their youth, and the aſſi iduity _ 
their prieſts to make converts; for which 
0 « purpoſe they are continually viſiting them, 
d and diſtributing money and books among 
= - d them. Hereby, we have reaſon to fear, 
many are led from the only way of ſalv - 
| t gon, into a fatal deluſion of truſting i in in lying . 
At = OO” JV = 
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Sn, The 3 contains 1 e _ 1 
preſentations of the many and great diſadvan- 
tages under which the inhabitants of thoſe 
parts are labouring for want of religious in- 
ſtructions. They ſuggeſted to my thoughts a 
conciſe, but affecting deſcription of a ſimilar 
ſtate of things in the Jewiſh church; which, 
therefore, I ſhall now beg leave to recommend ; 
to your ſerious attention, 
7 Fr 


| KNOWLEDGE,” 1 


70U, my brethren, live i in an age Aae _ 

N guiſhed by its improvements in know= :- 
Ade. and a country that glories in the ad-. 

ME vantages it affords for the cultivation of it. 

Nothing I ſhall ſay upon this ſubject will be 
intended to deny the one, or to depreciate the 
bother. Rather would I congratulate you as 

ſingularly happy in both; and beſpeak your . 

_ warmeſt acknowledgments to that God, who 

i continually indulging you with all oppor- 

| tunities of this nature that your keeneſt thirſt 
for knowledge could deſire, or your moſt e- 

_ tenfive powers can improve. May you long 
| live co enjoy them yourſelves; may you hand , 
them down inviolate to poſterity ; and, in the 

mean while, diffuſe their beneficial influence 


| all around you! 


: Happy are our eyes, * they ſee; and our 3 
ears, for they hear—ſhall I ſay merely what . 
was unknown ages ago to our forefathers? nay, 

8 vhat thouſands i in a remote * pare of this iſland 
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remain totally unacquainted with to the pre= 
lent moment? = 
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Amid our abondanre of the bounties of 
Providence, and the means of grace, may we 
never be unapt to feel for the neceſſitous and 
ignorant of our fellow-creatures. Such want 
of ſympathy was cenſured by the impartial fa- 5 

ther of the family, in a part of his houſehold, 
| who lived near the time of our prophet, 
E upon. beds of ivory; and ſtretch 
=_ 44 5 5 themſelves upon their couches z z and cat the 
lambs of the flock, and the calves out of _ 
the midſt of the ſtall; they chant to the 
uur *&foundof the viol ; they drink wine in bowls, 
and anoint themſelves with the chief oint- 
4 & ments; but they are not grieved for tbe 
3 * affliction of Joſeph“.“ ” | Remark the lan- 
b EG guage of the ſacred Spirit 1—but they are not 
= grieved.— Is it not intended to ſuggeſt this 
ait to all? The happier we are in our privi- 
leges, the better diſpoſed we ſhould be to ſym- os 
pathize with thoſe who want them, The pre- 
ſent diſcourſe will turn upon that thought; 0 
OT and that it may be Properly impreied, let us 
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15 Contemplate the Gituation deſcribed i in our 
text; ; that of a people neceſſitous and diſtreſſed, 
In the laſt eee | 


„ Amos, vi. 46 6. 5 | . 5 
5 I will 


n 


I will not divert your attention from the obje& 
now before you, by diſcuſſing queſtions, or at- 
tempting to ſolve difficulties that polemic di- 


vines may have ſtarted on the caſe ſuppoſed; viz. 
God's people deſtroyed and deſtroyed for lack 


of knowledge. This, however, we may believe, | 
and believing, we cannot but rejoice in the per- 


ſuaſion, that nothing can be implied here in- 


conſiſtent with ſuch expreſs promiſes as that of 
the oreat ſovereign. of life and death, in which 
he has ſaid, © I give unto my ſheep eternal 
—_— 2 life ; and they hall. never periſh, neither 0 
« ſhall any pluck them out of my hands“. 
. Nevertheleſs, the Lord here ſays of his people 
als expreſsly, not only that they might be de- 
ſtroyed, but that they actually were. And if 
they were then, they may be now; and ruined 
in many ways too obvious to be doubted 9k, 
and too affecting to be overlooked lightly. 
Whether the evil originates in themſelves or 
in others; whether their deſtruction proceeds 
ftom their own ignorance, or that of thoſe 
about them, they ſuffer the ſame. The pro- 
viſion, therefore, which this inſtitution is de- 
| figned to make for removing the caule, by af- 
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fording both the means of better information, 


is equally wiſe and benevolent. 


A condition like this would claim com- 


. paſſion in many caſes, ſhort of that you have 
_ principally in view. Should you hear of a 


country, or province, in extreme poverty, you 
would feel for its inhabitants; without neceſ- 


ſary food, convenient habitations, or decent 


clothing, and ignorant of the means of ob- 


taining them; ſtrangers to the mechanic arts, 5 
manufactures, and agriculture: eſpecially if 


you knew they might have advantages for all, 


8 8 could not avail themſelves of them; being 
without a thought beyond their daily bread, 
E and often at a loſs to earn that :—thus depreſſ- 
ed, you could not wonder if they ſhould 
tamely ſubmit to flavery, or even ſeek death 
rather than life; nay, you would expect to hear 
that many of them were hurried to an * 55 
8 grave. 5 : 


dion over ack 4 . * woul 4 1 ; 


| | feel? You might probably adopt the generous 


exclamation which the ſight of Trenton drew 5 


- from the compaſſionate Jeſus: Oh! that thou 5 

8 hadſt known, 1 in this thy day, the things that 

7" belong t to thy peace! po But the good wiſhes os 
os of en 


1 


T3. 


? of his heart extended farther than merely to „ 


0 knowledge of their natural and civil intereſts. 


He had, doubtleſs, reſpect to that knowledge 
which his goſpel teaches us to wiſh the igno- 
rant of our fellow-creatures, viz. that which 
will make them wiſe unto ſalvation. This 
moſt nearly coincides with the object before 
you, and what was originally referred to in our 
text. The Lord ſaid to his people, in the firſt 7 
verſe of this chapter, 5 Hear this, ye children 8 
<« of Iſrael, for there is no knowledge of G 
1 in the land, And a tate of things ſimilar — 
860 this in a diſtant part of our own country, _ 
5 iR 1 miſtake not, gave riſe to the Society you . 
are now met to encourage. Some few good 1 85 
men, about the beginning of this century, M 
3 the ſouth of Scotland, obſerved, or heard = op 
1755 their brethren i in the north: 4 they know or 
5 cc the way of the Lord; and err, both in their e 
. principles and practice, not knowing the 
1 ſeriptures; how ſhall v we ſecure to chem „ 
0 che means of inſtruction? 2 on. 
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32 Ex 
of the compaſſionate. For ſuch you feel ; and 
we ſhall all do well to realize their ſituation, 


that our ſympathy may be both the more 
abiding and effectual. 


per haps fome of you have been among them: 


if you have not, will you follow me thither 1 in 
your 1 meditations WE 


See a large tract of country, with feires the 


5 appearance of a place of worſhip. | Enquire 
| —have you no miniſter near you * No, none. 
Go farther, and perhaps you may be told they 
have ſome few here and there in the office = 
= reachers, but they are blind leaders of the blind. - 
And the wiſe and gracious preacher of righ- ES 
teouſneſs and ſalvation has forewarned both of 
the conſequence. Shall we ſtep into two or 
three of the cottages of the inhabitants for 
farther information? ? Aſk the father or mother 
of that numerous family have you any bible ? 
No, not one; but we could not read it if we 
had: we have none to teach either us or our 
children ignorant therefore we are, and ig- 
norant we muſt remain. Lamentable, pitiable 
ſituation theirs ! They know not the God that 
made them, therefore they cannot know what 
= he een of them... Sjrangees. to the depra- 


yy 


Cy) 


vity of the human heart, they are not aware of 
their danger from it. Or if conſcience ever 
does its office, and, under its awakening re- | 
monſtrances and painful forebodings, they cry 
out, What muſt we do to be ſaved ?” they = 


have none to lead them the way everlaſting. 


Though ſinners, yet unacquainted with the E 
perfections, the offices, and undertakings of 
the Saviour; they know not how to apply er 
ſalvation to him. Not only are the great re- 
alities of another world out of their ſight, but 
they likewiſe are out of the hearing of them; 
and therefore remain ſtrangers, both to the 
. requirements and the hopes of the goſpel. Or 
il ever they hear of another world, either of 
| happineſs or miſery, the repreſentations made of 
both tend to confound, rather than inſtru or 
| awaken them; and, by driving them into one 
or other of the two oppoſite extremes of pre- 
. ſumption or deſpair, to make their deſtruction 
„ So that the word ſpoken of Iſrael 1 
verified in them, and perhaps in a ſenſe worſe 
than that in which it was originally ſpoken: 1 
„My people are taken into captivity, be- 
«© cauſe they have no knowledge *,” The emiſ- 
|  faries of Rome, diſperſed Through almoſt all 
: "ou of the e with a cruelty little 


6. dab, v. 13. 
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( 6 0 
leſs than infernal, keep back Röm the unhappy 


inhabitants all means of better information, 
and then (as we are informed) take the ad- 


vantage of their ignorance, to impoſe upon 
them the groſſeſt abſurdities for divinely re- 
vealed truths, and the moſt impious and ridi- | 
culous ſuperſtitions for the ordinances of God. 
Thus, by an implicit faith and obedience, they 
become miſerable abject tools and flaves to po- 
litical and religious tyranny. Far be it from 
.-_ us. to-fay, either of the enſlavers or the en- 
ſlaved, that they mult all inevitably and for 
ever periſh, But whether the efforts of the 
former proceed from ignorance or malignant = 
art, the latter ſuffer notoriouſly great and 
lſting diſadvantages from them; and are la. 
mentably loſt, in conſequence thereof, to their 
families, to their country, and to the proteſtant 2 
cauſe. They muſt ſurely be ignorant of the 
common rights of humanity, or they would _ 
not tamely bend their necks to ſuch a yoke : To 
; none, it is certain, can, who underſtand the 
nature and value of the bleſſings of that liberty 
- wherewith Jeſus makes his people free. 


War we hinted above at ihe future effects of | 
this ignoranee. We will beg leave to reſume 
1 that thought for a moment before we diſmiſs a 

e 8 this 


. 
chis part of our ſubject. Without ſuppoſing 
that any finally periſh for want of that know- 


ledge, the means of which are entirely out of 
their reach, the worth and importance of thoſe 
means cannot be denied or doubted by any who 


enjoy them. Our Lord ſaid much to impreſss 


a ſenſe of their value upon the minds of thoſe 


who were favoured with them under his mini- 
ſtrations; and that, both in his congratula- 
tions of ſuch as enjoyed them, and in what ne 
aſſerts of the happy effects that might have 
been expected from them upon others who 
5 lived And died without them. Bleſſed” (ſays 
he, addreſſing himſelf to thoſe around him) 
"2 MC are your eyes, for they ſee, and your ears, 
55 they hear *, * &c. And then, ſpeaking of 
1 Tyre and Sidon, and even Sodom, he ſays, ha 
the mighty works that had been done in Chora- 
Zin, Bethſaida, and Capernaum, been done in ” 
them, they © would. have repented in ſack. 
cloth and aſhes ＋. 5 The deſign of the 1 
5 pel 1 is to bring ſinners to repentance towards | 
1 God, and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. We 
5 rejoice to know, not only that there is much 
in it wiſely and graciouſly adapted to anſwer 
NN thoſe important ends, but likewiſe that, in 
. e e it bas Pa. the power of 


* Mash. xiii. "6, 17. : + Marth, xi. 20. 24. 
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(in); | 
God to the falvation of thouſands. And muſt 


we not, at the ſame time, ſympathize with all 
who continue ſtrangers to this word of life? 
thoſe eſpecially, if ſuch there are in our -.] r 


country, who have not the oracles of divine 


truth and grace, either to hear in the houſe of 
| God,orto read in their own? How ſhall they | 
06} call on him in whom they have not believed? 
c And how ſhall they believe in him of whom 
ce they have not heard? And how ſhall they 
c hear without a preacher? ? And how ſhall _ 
e they preach except they be ſent *?” In con- 5 
nection with theſe folemn thoughts, let us here - 
oo TORT 


II. The prople who: are 1 4 + in our tent, 1 


* to have been i in this dangerous fituation— - 


„5 My people a are deſtroyed for lack of know- 
- « ledge.” 


You know from whom this com- 
plaint came; that it was Jehovah himſelf, 2 


who avowed Iſrael his people, and made fre- 


quent and very ſolemn demands upon them as : 


| ſuch. He uttered this language very frequently ”- 

of them and over them; ſometimes as the me- 

morial of authority, and at other times as an 
- expreſſion of tenderneſs. Probably both were by 

included in it here. The people of my choice 

5 of uy more © immediate government and pecu- 


- Rom, x. it 15. 


liar | 


1 
» ® 7 


. 137 


: Yar care—and yet periſh for lack of knowled oe! 


A people diſtinguiſhed from all the nations, by 


the ſacred rites I have inſtituted, and religious 


privileges appropriated to them and their ſeed 
by my covenant ;—a people called by my name, 
with whom I have delighted to dwell; and of 
whom I have ſpoken as my portion and af- 
ter all, ſhall any among them be deſtroyed, 
8 and deſtroyed for lack of knowledge? and 
that though I have given them my ſtatutes and 
my judgments, and ſent my ſervants unto them, 


ts riſing up early and ſending them ! ! unto whom 


I have promiſed, ſaying, BY My ſpirit that is | 
007 upon thee, and my words which I have put 
ce in thy mouth, ſhall not depart- out of thy 
e mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed, 
« nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed's ſeed from 
e henceforth and forever *. And do any it 
in darkneſs in this land of viſion | ? What could 1 
5 have done for my people, for their in- | 
ſtruction or for their ſafety, that I have not 
done for them? He often appeals thus to 
| = them, and to all around them: 5 and hence 
his many claims upon them as his own; . 
the very tender and ſolemn injunctions he laid 
upon his ſervants to watch over them, and on 
the people at large, to conſider both them- _ 


ſelves and all theirs as his. When ſome dared, 
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to their God, 


cruel ſacrilege. b 
e and thy daughters which thou haſt borne for 
4 me, and theſe haſt thou ſacrificed unto idols: 
. is this a-ſmall matter, that thou haſt mo 
4 My children, and cauſed them to paſs through 
ce the fire“? 
firmed the declaration which he made early of 
- himſelf to them: * am a jealous God.“ And ” 
5 let us remember, that in this ſenſe, as in many 1 
others, the Lord knows them that are his. 
May we know thern likewiſe ! and feel for them 
with good- will and drenderncks, both for his fake oc 


FI” 


not only to neglect, but to alienate the Lord's "Rt 
property, ſo far as to devote their children to | 


idols, which he required them to conſecrate 
and to train up for him, he 
charges them at once with a moſt criminal and 
e Thou haſt taken thy ſons. 


Thus the God of Iſrael con- 


hs and their own 1 


The inkabitants of this nnd; both Fa PR 


vilege and profeſſion, have long been the 
Lord's. 
a holy nation, a peculiar people. 


diſtinguiſhed us by the beſt bleſſings both of his 0 
providence and grace. 


Britain, in a ſenſe as Iſrael, has been 
God has 8 


So extenſively, and in 


ſuch abundance, as that, perhaps, ſome can 


ſcarce think it poſſible there ſhould be any 


95 within our borders in danger of einig for 


5 * kack. xvi, . 29, 2 21, 


- 12 2 


E 


lack of knowledge. I am ſorry to be the meſ- 
ſenger of ſuch painful tidings concerning my 


fellow-countrymen. But ſome of you know 


well, that it is lamentably true of thouſands to 
this hour, of whom we may truly ſay, all the 
advantages of a religious education are as really 
their birth-right as our own; and for whom, 
7 therefore, it becomes to make it the matter of 
our earnelt prayer, that our God may be their 
God; and that they may enjoy with us all the : 


privileges of his Covenant pgs. wy 


We Sagte t to feel for all « our fellow-ereatures 5 

= 11 ſuch circumſtances, but certainly for theſe. - -- 
moſt tenderly who are ſo nearly connected wy 

with ourſelves; eſpecially as being, in many 

5 endearing and intereſting views, our fellow= _ 
eitisens, and with us of the houſehold of faith, - 


"hr 1 detain you no Winger 6s the Wu: 1 
tration of the ſubject, as I wiſh for your patient 
attention to ſome hints that may direct to the i 
| ue . and application of 1 it. i 


. 2 us | bleſs God that we are not expoſed 8 
to the diſadvantages and hazards of a people 
deſtitute of the means of religious Knowledge. ; 

We have heard ſomewhat, though very little, 


of the evils they lufer. We may read much of 
| 8 them 
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them in their hiſtory, and that of others in 
ſimilar ſituations. It may do us no harm to 


be farther acquainted with it than perhaps 


ſome of us are. Ir will do us good, if it make 
us more devoutly thankful for the many in- 

eſtimable bleſſings with which we are favoured. 

They certainly are not valued as they ought to 
be by thouſands; nor do we make thoſe re- 


turns or acknowledgments to the Father of 


Mercies that may moſt reaſonably be expected : 
from us. Happy are the people that are in 
ſuch a caſe; happy the people whoſe God is 
the Lord. And * to have our country, 5 
dur perſons, our property, our natural 
and civil rights, and religious privileges ; 
conſtantly protected by his watchful eye and 
powerful hand if to be plentifully ſupplied _ 
- with ail the neceſſaries, and many of the . 
lights of life, from the ſtores of his munifi- — 
"*:.--.CENCE if to be inſtructed, from our child -- 
hood, in the great things of ſalvation; if 
to enjoy his ſtatutes and ordinances; to have 
the Lord, in his word and ſervants, teaching 
in our ſtreets, and imparting the counſels X* . 
divine wiſdom, and ſpiritual and eternal hap- 
Es pineſs, year after year, both in his houſe and 
in our own;—if to be favoured, in any me- 
ſure, with thoſe communications of his ſacred 
ſpirit, whereby he is forming a people for him- 


$518 i 
ſelf, to ſhew forth his praiſe both in n public 


and private charaQters ;—if we are to acknow- 5 


ledge theſe as the honours and privileges of a 


people who have the Lord for their God; and 

if they beſpeak their devout acknowledgments 
5 to him as ſuch, we are bound to praiſe him. 

Each of us may ſay with great truth, « The 

00 lines are fallen to me in pleaſant places, 

« 1 have | a goodly heritage 3” and ought 
therefore to add, with the ſacred Pſalmiſt, 
6 Bleſs the Lord, '0 my ſoul; and all that 

; ce is within me bleſs his holy name: bleſs 
e the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not all His 


| C benefits“, ”s Kc. . 


It is one thing to dear and to underſtand the 


= goſpel as a Hitem, or a ſcience, and another 
do reliſh its diſcoveries, and to feel its power; 
one ching to know our Lord's will as revealed 

| there, and another to do it. And theſe a are not 55 


5 o Plum . 1. exlvil. 12. 20. . 


Hes 2. While l "wh the means ; of in- 1 
15 ruction, let us take heed that we do not re- 
555 deſtitute of that knowledge which i is eſ⸗ 
ſential to our ſalvation. It 1 1s awfully poſſible 1 9 85 
to periſh with the bible 1 in our hands, its glad | 
. tidings of ſalvation 1 in our ears, and our heads 
ſtored with the diſcoveries of truth and grace. 
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only diſtinct, but ſeparable. There may be, 
and we have reaſon to apprehend there often 
is, the one without the other. But what will 
that knowledge avail either to conſtitute the 
true character of a Chriſtian, or to make any 
one meet for the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light? Nay, does it not agg ravate the guilt of 


tthoſe Who poſſeſs i it and reſt in it, ind expoſe 
them to a ſeverer condemnation? Jeſus Tayy --- 


expreſsly of every ſervant who knows his Lord's 
will and does it not, that he ſhall be beaten 


1 with many ſtripes “. Be it our concern, there 5 
fore, to conſider what our knowledge is, and 


what are its influence and fruits. Ha It awa- | : 


— kened ſerious thought? humbled and purified 


our vain and carnal hearts? taught us to think, 
ſpeak, and act for eternity! ? and to devote our 
| whole ſelves to our God and Redeemer? 


While we pity, as we may and ought, the 
unenlightened and uncultivated of c our fellow- 


| creatures, we ſhall find ourſelves, in the end, : 


in a condition yet more de; Jorable, if we do nor 
5 thus know the day of our viſitation, . 


1 8 Let us feel tenderly for thoſe who are in 
1 of deſtruction for lack of knowledge, 


We lee many pitiable objects around us daily: „ 
ſome almoſt naked, and without food; others 2 


.» Luke, xii. 4 47. 1 


OY a 


. 
ſick and ! in pain; and both without the means 
a of relief or ſupply. We do, and we ought to 
feel for them. Our attention is now called to 
others in circumſtances ſtill more compaſſion- 
able. The ſufferings of thoſe terminate in the 
body and this life; the ſouls of theſe ſuffer, 
and their eternal late is in dan ger. The Lord 
himſelf therefore calls upon his people, and 
more eſpecially his miniſters, ſeriouſly to ob- 
ſerve their ſituation, and conſider what may 
be done for their relief. As the prieſt's lips _ 
were to keep knowledge, the people were di- 


rected to ſeek the law from his mouth * 1 =, 


they continued ignorant, their cedchery” were 3 


accountable. To them, therefore, the charge N 


is more immediately directed in our text. Be- | 
hold, oh my ſervant, « My people are de- 
46 ſtroyed for lack of knowledge: 1 will re- 


e ject thee, that thou ſhalt be no prieſt unto. : 


1 me.” Your. preacher feels his mind too 


deeply impreſſed with the ſolemn warning, to 


pads over it without inculcating a ſerious ad = 


to its intereſting i import upon himſelf and his 


brethren. - Very | important is the charge Nenn 
wich we are intruſted. Souls capable of i im- 


| mortality, and intended for it; and what adds 
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to the ſolemnity of that charge i is, that they are 
in danger of being for ever loſt, through the 
_ Ignorance that is in them, becauſe of the blind- 
neſs of their heart. We are appointed to ſhew 
them the way of life. And ſhall our Lord 
= have to ſay to any of us another day, my peo- 
ple committed to your care periſhed for lack Wet 
8 of knowledge ? ? God forbid ! May we not, i l 
any way, or in any degree, be chargeable — | 
the deſtructive ignorance of any one ſoul! | 
The intereſt depending is too important to be - 3 
neglected or trifled with. May we never omit 
200 embrace any opportunity or means we have 
or can procure for their ſpiritual inſtruction ! 
May we never ſubſtitute devices of our on ” 
for the oracles of eternal truth and life; but 
with the apoſtle Paul, have the vnſpeak- . 
able ſatisfaction and ſopport, under every 
. diſcouragement, of knowing that « we are not oy 
© as many who adulterate the word of God, 
c by baſe and corrupt mixtures, to adapt 5 
e either to their hearers taſtes or their ownz _ 
but that we ſpeak it with the pureſt ſimpli- 
d eie and. ſincerity, as by the expreſs com- 
ec mand of God, in his . and in the wn} 
dee name of Chriſt Jeſus o our Lord“. ” So when | 


= 


» 2 Cor. ii. 17. 


about 


n 


| about to leave our reſpective charges, ſhall we 
| each have his conſolation, and be able to ſay 
with him, © I have kept back nothing that was 

— profitable unto you, but have ſhewed you 

6 all things: wherefore I take you to record 
this day, that I am pure from the blood of 

call men; for J have not ſhunned to declare 

& unto you all the counſel of God *.” This 

> ob required of us, as we would be faithful to 

ſouls in danger of periſhing for lack of know- _ 
ledge. Nor this alone. Our ſphere of uſeful- 

oſs in this way is contraſted, Let vs all, mi- 
niſters and people, extend it in every other to e 
555 utmoſt of our abilities. This benevolent N 
. inſtitution gives us an opportunity of mani- 
feſting our compaſſion to multitudes periſh- + 
ing ſor lack of knowledge, to whom few, = 
"If any; of us, ſhall ever have it in our power . 

5 m_ it in 1 5 5 


. - my brethren, you. may, and 1 a 
5 you all will, from this houſe to-day, ſend your 
beneficent aid, to perpetuate and extend the 
means of knowledge, ſacred knowledge, to 
5 thouſands of your fellow-countrymen, who but 5 
for ſuch generous aſſiſtance mult live and die 


: pirhour | it. 
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Tou find, by the advertiſement, that it made 
a part of the original plan of this Society, to 
contribute to the ſupport and encouragement 
of thoſe who were employed in ſpreading the 


: knowledge | of the | goſpel among the unculti- 


yated Indian tribes on the c continent of Ame- 
rica. Bo 


Her Fe and benevolent that part 19 2 7 
of the deſign was, 1 apprehend the execution of - 
itt has been, and may be obſtructed by the unex= 
= pected alterations which have lately taken place 


in the ſtate of that country. But you have, 9 


5 Chriſtians and as Britons, an extenſive. ſphere 
5 of uſefulneſs nearer home—within your W 
borders. Well cultivated, naturally and ſpi- 
ritually, as your neighbourhood i is, the north= 
ern parts, even of this iſland, afford, on ock 
accounts, many affecting and pitiable ſpec- 
tacles. They need the means of improvement : 
. agriculture, manufactures, and all the uſe- 
fol arts. It would give me pleaſure if I could 
hope to hear of their enjoying them in common 5 
with their brethren in the ſouth. But. I fee! 
| molt for the great diſadvantages which they la- 
bour under with reſpect to their religious in- 
tereſts. Therein they not only want faithful 
and wiſe inſtructors, but have many falſe 
. guides; who either know not the way of life 
. VVV  them- : 


Thy) 


themſelves, or wilfully conceal it from others. 
Yet powertul and extenſive as the influence of 


popery is in thoſe parts, it is fartheſt from the 


intention of this Society to counteract it by 
violence. It is their wiſh to ſtrengthen and 
advance the Proteſtant cauſe there: but I truſt 
they underſtand its true intereſt, and the pur- 
port of the ſacted oracles upon which it is 5 
founded, better than to ſuppoſe it needs the 
| ſword, or is like to be honoured or extended 
by | it. As the beſt barrier againſt the attacks 
Ss Rome, they defire to diffuſe the knowledge 5 
of pure primitive Chriſtianity. This they are 
ke endeavouring to do, by giving encouragement „ 
10 It's public teachers by printing the ſacred. 1 
ſcriptures in the language of the country to 
. diſtribute among its inhabitants by purcha- 1 
ſing other dooks for their inſtruction and 
dent in the great principles of the: © 
©; reformation by founding ſchools in dif⸗ . 
fſerent parts of the country where they are moſt. 5 
needed; ſome to teach their children to read, 
write, &c. and others to train them up to 
habits of induſtry i in ſpinning 7 c&c. for which 
the Society provide proper utenſils and ma- 
terials, and give adequate ſalaries tothe teach- 
ers. They inform us, with regret, that, for 
want of farther aſſiſtance, they have been 
| obliged to refuſe applications for {chools, where, 
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ON nevertheleſs, they appear to be much wanted. 


N 


But on an annual income of little more than 
1500], they ſupport 180 ſchools, containing 


2000 ſcholars, The gentlemen of the Society 
wiſh much to be enabled to extend their gene- 
rous efforts; yet they {peak with great pleaſure 
and reſpe&t of the aſſiſtance FONT: have received, 
both . and e 70 


Tou will 1 hope, g give them occaſion, and 


I am perſuaded they will not want a heart, to 


acknowledge the liberal contributions of this | 


Tz day with the e warmeſt gratitude, | Amen! 


6025) 
Form of a Bequeſt or Loo. 


1 GIVE and bequeath the fun ot 


to the Society in 


5 Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, to be applied (either to the purpoſes 
ef the th or ſecond patent as 5 Donor 


= pleaſes). 


| N. B. The frft Patent reſpotts x the :nftruRion bags 
| of the children in the Society's ſchools, where 
they are educated in the principles of the PS 
tteeſtant Religion and Loyalty, and taught read- 
ing, writing, arithmetic, &c. The ſecond 

; Patent authoriſes their being bred 1 up to uſeful 
labour and induſtry, in agriculture, manufac- 

— tures, and handicrafts. | 7 5 ; 


= Benefactions for the uſe. of the Socieey will be . 


received | in London as under : 2 


| Meſirs. Coutts and Co. Bankers i in che Strand. 
. William Fuller, E ſq; and Son, Bankers | in Es 


Lombard- ſtreet. 


John Mackintoſh, Eſq; No. 8, North Side of 


the Royal Exchange, Secretary. 
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